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The EU-Turkey deal and the Merkel government

The EU-Turkey deal was among the first legal answers to the emerging migration crises in 2016,
with the aim to limit an uncontrolled flow of people from the Middle east. In short, the deal
enabled EU countries to deport migrants back to Turkey in return for financial support to the
local humanitarian situation. This essay takes a closer look at Germany’s government policy shift,
as it was among the main architects of the deal.

In 2015, Angela Merkel was at the forefront of supporting the refugees seeking help in Europe,
especially Germany. She felt they were morally as well as legally obliged to help them, stating
that “It was beyond question that We help those who are seeking refuge in here.”! Her
government was prepared to greet anyone with their hands wide open. However, this position
changed, when it became clear that unlimited entrance imposed many social and economical
inconveniences, supported by the people’s urge to deal with it. Subsequently, Merkel changed
her previous statements and promoted more strict border control.

According to Futdk-Campbell & Piitz (2022), there were two main motives behind this policy shift
- the media framings and decision-makers’ discourse. At first, the media accented the moral
obligation to help those in need, while ultimately, it focused more on the social issues related to
the over-flow of migrants and “the rights, interests and fears of local population.”? Furthermore,
the change in word selection from refugees to migrants helped Merkel defend her policy shift as
she advocated the EU deal with Turkey.

Merkel’s policy change was unquestionably among the main drivers of EU-Turkey deal in 2016.
As the essay stressed out, we can clearly see a relation between media framing and decision-
makers’ discourse, with the creation of national political decisions. Therefore, it might be
considered as the reasonings for such a shift in Merkel’s policy.
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Preklad:

Dohoda EU-Turecko a vlada Merkelové

Dohoda EU-Turecko byla jednou z prvnich pravnich odpovédi na vychazejici migracni krizi v roce
2016 s cilem omezit nekontrolovatelny pfisun lidi z Blizkého Vychodu. Ve zkratce tato dohoda
umoznila statim EU deportovat migranty zpét do Turecka, a to vymeénou za financni podporu
tamni humanitarni situace. Tato esej pfibliZzuje zménu politiky némecké vlady, nebot tato vlada
byla jednim z hlavnich strlijcd dohody.

V roce 2015 byla Angela Merkelova v poptedi podpory uprchlik(i Zddajicich o pomoc v Evropé, a
to predevsim v Némecku. Citila, Ze byli moralné i prdvné povinni jim pomoci, kdyz fikala, Ze ,By
bylo nemyslitelné nepomoci tém, ktefi zde hledaji utocisté.” Jeji vlada byla pFipravena pfivitat
kohokoliv s otevienou naruci. Tento pfistup se vSak zménil ve chvili, kdy zacalo byt jasné, Ze
neomezeny vstup prinasel radu spolecenskych i ekonomickych problému, které byly podporeny
pozadavky lidi se s touto situaci vyporadat. Nasledné tak Merkelova zménila své plvodni postoje
a zacala prosazovat prisnéjsi hrani¢ni kontroly.

Dle Futdk-Campbell a Pltz (2022), zde byly dva hlavni motivy této politické zmény-rdmovani
médii a diskurz téch, ktefi stoji za rozhodnutimi. Zpo¢atku média vyzdvihovala moralni povinnost
pomoci tém, ktefi to potfebuji. Pozdéji se vSak vice zaméfila na socidlni problémy souvisejici
s pfetlakem pFisunu migrant( a na ,prava, zajmy a obavy mistnich obyvatel.“* Dale, zména ve
vybéru slov z uprchlikii na migranty pomohla Merkelova obhdjit zménu v jeji politice ve chvili, kdy
prosazovala dohodu EU s Tureckem.

Zména v politice Merkelové byla bezpochyby jednim z hlavnich strijct dohody EU-Turecko v roce
2016. Jak tato esej priblizila, mGZeme jasné vidét vztah rdmovani médii a diskurzem téch, ktefi
stoji za rozhodnutimi s tvorbou narodnich politickych rozhodnutich. Proto to také mlzeme
povazovat za hlavni vysvétleni pro takovou zménu v politice Merkelové.
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